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1 Auguat 1958

Liemorandum of Telephone Conversation witk The Honorable Harry 5. Truman

At the request of the President, transmitied to me through
the Secretary of State, I called Mr. Truman on 25 July, at Independence,
Missouri. I found that he was then enroute to Independence from
&Zt. Louis, but reached him at Independence carly on the moruning of
26 July.

Mr. Truman greeted e warmly over the phone and said
that he hoped that everything was going well with the Agency. 1 told
him we were busy as he could well imagine,

I then told Mr. Truman that the President had asked e to
get in touch with him and ask him whether, in view of critical develop-
ments in the world situation, he would like to have a briefing on the
current situation from the Central Intelligence Agency.

#r. Truman replied that he would appreciate it greatly, but
never thought he should ask for such a thing because he thought it might
be ercbarrassing, He added, "You don't know how much I appreciate
this. Iknow that unless you have access to the information which Cla
basg, you don't really know what is golag on or what the situation i3,

kr. Traman than added that he was in thorough sympathy
with what we were trylng ta do and added one or two complimentary
words with respect to the work which C1i was doing, He added that
he would appreciate anything that we could give him, but stated that
he did not want the Agency to go to any trouble or sxpense.

1 expressed appreciation for what Mr, Trwman had said and
added that as President at the time CIA was organized, he had always
been one of oux best friends and supporters.
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48 regards trouble MW%’;“ “sh i $Bht the President
wished this brisling o be given i Mr. Truman desired iz, and that it

would be no rroubls at all to the Agency 1o do it

Arrangemenis {er the briefing were then discuased and
Tuesday alternoon at the Truman library in Independance was agreed
apan.

3y, Traman thes spoke about his work in the library and
expressed the hope that I would be able to have a look at i one of these
days, I repliod tha:t I would not be able to come at this tizne because
of the pressure of work here, but I would send one of may best men and
I would try to get out later to see him whenever the situation permitted.

I added that my representative would be prapared t o brief
om the Near East situation: on queastions bearing on the Soviet problem
and genecaliy on other critical matters is the world situation as M»,
Truman might desire. I suggested that at this first briefing, Mr, Truman
couald indicate other issues which might not be covered sad also let us
know as to his convenience for any future brisfings. In conclusion,
Mr, Truman reiterated his keen appreciation and thanks ior the ofier
that had been mades,

A supolemental memorandum prepared by my briefisg efficer,
is attached,

ALLEN W, DULLES
Lirector

AWD/ii/c
Digtribution:

j#%+ Orig &k 1 - General Goodpaster--White House
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MEMCRANDUM FOR: Dirvector of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT : Intelligence Briefing of Mr. Truman, 30 July 1958

1. Because of the plane's late arrival in Kansas City, 4:35 p.m.
instead of 3:30 Tuesday, 29 July, which would bring me to Independence
later in the afterncon, I called Mr. Truman from the airport and asked if
it was convenient for him to receive me as soon as I could get fro m the
airport to the Library or whethsr he preferred me to come Wednesday
morning. Mr. Truman asked me to meet with him at 9:00 the following
md;rniag. Wednesday, 30 July, saying that we would then have plenty of time.

2. The briafing session Wednesday morning lasted from 9:00 to
10:20 and took place in Mr. Truman's private office in the Truman Library
building. The briefing was very well received.

3. Mr. Truman's interest centered on Near Eastern problems and he
read the pertinent section of the prepared briefing in its entirety. He
interrupted his reading frequently to ask quick questions, to make com-
ments, and to reminisce about Near Eastern personages. He recognized the
sensitive nature of the information contained in the prepared briefing
and expressed his appreciation for this information several timea,
assuring me that he understood the security problems involved.

4. He was particularly interested in our evidence of the UAR's Fole
in the Lebanese situation and in the wide scope of Nassir's clandestine

activities, Itwas his opinion that we would find the Grand Mufti's
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in Wessir's machinations and that the Grand Mufti should be kept under
watch. He was concerned to learn that Prince Faysal of Saudl Arsbis was
in poor heallh, ng that while he had never had much confidence in
King Ssud he had had hopes that the Prince would be able to keep things
under comtrol. He read our statement on Israel with great care. Likewise,
themafhismﬂngshw&&amwhenhecmmmmﬁmdmthe
problems of Ethiopis, Sudan, and Somsijlend. On several occasions Mr.
Truman returned to and stressed the danger in Iran, illustrating his dis-
cussion by pointing to the Soviet-Iranian border on the large globe which
stood by his desk and recalling detalls of the Soviet incursion in
Azerbaljan at the close of World War IX. When I remarked that the Shah
was afreid to go home after the Iraql coup Mr. Truman exclaimed that he
had guessed ss much. The fact that our intelligence supported his guess
plessed Mr. Truman.

5. I briefed Mr. Truman orally ou the Sino-Soviet problem, for it
was apparent that he did not wish to reed on in the prepared text but
instead wished to talk and ask guestlions. Where possible I referred him
to sections in the text as part of my response to his questions and in
this way Mr. Trupan read our pages on Indonesisa and on Latin America.

6. 1XIn general it was apparent from Mr. Truman's comments that he
is prepared for more crises bringing bed news not only in the Near Fast
but elsevhere in the world of emerging nationalist states. He voiced the

opinion that & generation may pass before these new states and same cld
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ones &s well, mehuthmofﬁiaﬁmim,wmummmtiym
mmmwmwmwmmotmmmm.

T W.Wmemmwmm”BrMMMS”rw
tmwmmwumumcwwzmms,”mm
1k, 1@,thmfwmmmtywmm. He reed every
mﬁu&ﬁm@uﬂmm&nﬁmwn&mmﬁuﬁm,

8. I found an opportunity to show Mr. Trumen the Central Intelligence .

Bulletin for 29 July. mmmwmmmm*amm-

ment apd recalled his own part in its origin.

Q. w.mmmimmmmam
mmmmwmwmmmmum. I believe he intends
to discuss this patter with you. Although I offered to discuss specific
amnwmmmmmmmmemumnmw
schedule. It would be very helpful to us if Mr. Truman would egree to
teke the initiative and call for briefings. This principle governed our
mumamm..mmw.mwrmw%mmmmm
o@m&ﬁmmwﬁhmm,mmmw.ymﬁm
schaduled briefings are not desired.

/5

25X1A
Deputy Assistant %ﬂ'

Current Intellfgence
25X1A
cc: DDCX
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